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CITY OF URBANA 

102 Capitol Ave 

URBANA  IA  52345 

www.urbanaiowa.com 

 urbana@fmtcs.com 

UTILITY BILL ENCLOSED 

October 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Library Meeting 

7 PM 

Community 

Center  

Urbana Lions 

7 PM 

Legion Hall 

Visioning 

 Committee  

6:30 PM 

Fire Station 

Urbana American 

Legion 7 PM  

City Council 

Meeting 6:30 

City Hall 

St. Mary Fall Festi-

val and Visioning 

Com. Harvest Party 

Fireman  

Breakfast 

Halloween 

5:30-7:30 

 

 

URBANA  NEWSLETTER         

OCTOBER 2017 

           UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 St Mary Fall Festival Oct 15th 
 Harvest Party Oct 15th 
 Fireman’s Breakfast Oct 22nd. 
 Halloween October 31st 5:30-7:30. 
 Election November 7th. 

    

Mayor’s Corner   

                                                  

  How is 2017 going for you? Are you getting 

done what you thought of at the start of this year? 

I hate to be the bearer of bad news, but you only 

have ¼ of the year left. As the ole saying is, 

“Where did the time go?” 

  What is happening here in October: October 15th 

St Mary will have their Fall Festival and Urbana 

Visioning Committee will have there Harvest Par-

ty. Plenty of good food, and other things. As you 

can see I am interested in the food. Here is anoth-

er, on October 22 the Urbana Fireman will be 

hosting their Pancake Breakfast; so I hope to see 

you there. Be sure and look out for the Trick or 

Treaters on the 31st from 5:30 to 7:30. 

  The Major League Baseball play offs will start 

October 3rd; so may your favorite team be in the 

play offs, and they make it to the World Series.  

 Have a Great October, and Go CUBS!   

Duane E. 
 

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Urbana Library Book Club will meet on the second 

Thursday of the month,  

at 10:00 AM at Casey’s North. 

Discussion will be on the book: 

 
               October —“The Horse Dancer” by Jojo Moyes,  

            November— “No One Can Pronounce My Name” by Rakesh Satyal,  

            December —“Testimony” by Scott Turow.  

This month the sign is in Delores Newton's yard.  At 

93 years young Delores spends some time every day 

getting rid of dandelions.  Now she has a new place to 

relax.  Grandson Jerry redid the porch adding a step 

down seating area and Changing steps off the 

side.  Solar lights and some pretty mums add color. 

Enjoy Delores 

 

Trick or Treat hours will be  

October 31st from 5:30-7:30.   

Notice:   The Urbana Cemetery Association, Inc. 

is looking for volunteers to step forward to fill offic-

es on the cemetery board. 

Our annual meeting and election will be held on  

November 7 at 1:00 pm at the Urbana United Meth-

odist Church.  Please call President Vicki Abernathy 

472-2589 if you want more information or have any 

questions.   

Present officers will be finishing out this year but 

because of relocating and health issues three will be 

retiring. If no officers are elected the cemetery ad-

ministration will go back to the county and town-

ship. 
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2017 COUNCIL CANDIDATES 
Bio is in order received. 

Jeff Kopecky 

 

My name is Jeff Kopecky and I have decided to run for city council.  For some background, my wife and I have 

lived in Urbana for about 19 years and raised two daughters here.  I am an 18 year member of IBEW 405 in Cedar 

Rapids.  After attending council meetings as a citizen of Urbana off and on for most of those 19 years I decided it 

was time to see if I could better help by being a  member of the city council instead of just watching from the side 

lines so to speak.  While attending meetings as a citizen I have seen many good things done and some I completely 

disagree with.  I do think there should be  more fiscal responsibility with the tax money of Urbana residents.  I 

would also like to see an ambulance back in Urbana especially if we get an assisted living complex in town as well 

as for the citizens of Urbana.   We have a well equipped fire department and police department, maybe now is the 

time to bring an ambulance service of some capacity back to Urbana.  I would appreciate your vote and thank you. 

 

Jacki Michael   

 
If you are taking the time to read the candidate bios, it’s because you care as much about Urbana as I do.  You also want 

what is best for our City and I do too.  I am running again to retain my seat on the council that I have held for the past 4 

years.  It is a very exciting time to be part of our great town!  Urbana is very lucky to have highly trained professional 

department heads and their staff to include Public Works, Police Department and City Clerk’s Office.  These 3 depart-

ments, along with the Mayor and Council work behind the scenes to help our town grow and prosper.  Laird’s addition of 

29 lots is a great testament to all involved in making this happen!  It takes all of us working together to make these im-

provements a reality.  Urbana is also lucky to have the Visioning Committee working hard to beautify our town and put 

on the Sweet Corn Days celebration.  We also have a very proactive library board  working on ideas to fund a library 

here.  Urbana is also home to a very professionally trained Police Department and Fire Department to protect our 

City.  The council works hand in hand to make sure that our infrastructure of public safety is the best around.  Urbana 

has great potential for growth in the near future, and I respectfully ask for your vote so that I may continue with the vi-

sion for Urbana.   Thank you for your support!   Jacki Michael 

 

Josh Holthaus 

 

My name is Josh Holthaus, my wife Melissa and I have three children Abby, Brady and Andy.  We moved to Urba-

na in 2007 when FedEx Freight moved their  terminal here in Urbana. I have been employed by FedEx Freight for 

the last 12 years.  I also drive school bus in the mornings for CPU. My wife Melissa also works at CPU as a 

paraprofessional here at the Intermediate building in Urbana.  I would like to see  more business in the three indus-

trial parks we have in Urbana. Urbana  is the perfect spot for  businesses to centrally  locate, which is why FedEx 

Freight is located here in Urbana.  I also really like the work the Visioning Committee is doing and would like to 

help them with future projects.   

 

Mike Kramer 

 

My name is Mike Kramer and I am running for my 3rd term as an Urbana City council member.  I am a lifelong 

resident of Urbana. I served in the United States Army 3rd Armored Division from 1968-1970, retired as Urbana 

Public Works Director after 30 years, served on the Urbana Fire Department for 25 years, am an active member of 

the American Legion Post 264, and am a member of St Mary’s Catholic Church.  I have been married to my wife 

Terrie Kramer for 46 years and have 1 son and 2 grandchildren. 

Having been a public employee of this town and having served on the council previously, I have a very good 

knowledge of the inner workings of Urbana and a good understanding of what it takes to help maintain and encour-

age change within the town.  We currently have  some wonderful committees in our city that are working to better 

Urbana and I look forward to ensuring that our city gives them the resources that they need to bring about the eco-

nomic growth and development our town needs.  Urbana is growing and changing, and we as City Council mem-

bers need to encourage that.  Thank you. 
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St. Mary Food Pantry 
  St. Mary, Urbana has a food pantry  

available to those in need of  

assistance.   

If you or someone you know needs 

extra help with food, please contact 

Dawn at 319-560-4907.  

   An appointment will be scheduled 

to get you what you need.    

Check out the new mini food  

pantry on the corner of  

Wood and Brush Streets. 

     GOLF VIEW  

    Self Storage 
      SHELLSBURG, IA   

              Indoor & Outdoor Storage 
 

  319-533-1157    
       

  10 X 20 @  $55.00    

   or      

    6 X 10    @ $40.00 
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2017 MAYOR CANDIDATES 
Bio is in order received 

E. Duane Eldred 

My name is E. Duane Eldred, and here is a little history of myself. Janice and I moved to 511 Center Avenue, 

Urbana in 1962. We raised four children here. I’ve been a member of the Urbana Community School Board, 

Mayor during the 1980’s, served on the Urbana Zoning Board, City Council for four years, and then decided to 

run for Mayor once again. I belong to St. Mary’s Catholic Church here in Urbana, the Urbana Lions Club and a 

number of other worthwhile nonprofits. I have been Mayor of Urbana since 2012 and feel that the City has ac-

complished a tremendous amount of growth during that time.  Just to name a few, this year we added the Laird 

Project with 28 new buildable lots and are continuing the Senior Housing Project with the View’s from Cedar 

Rapids.  This project has the potential to add a number of jobs to our community and keep our senior residents 

close to home.  I ask for your vote so I can continue working with the City to archive the goals we have set for 

Urbana over the next number of years. I am proud to be a resident of Urbana and ask for your continued support 

and vote on November 7th.  Keep Urbana Growing!  Duane Eldred 

Mitch McDonough 

My name is Mitch McDonough and I am seeking the office of Mayor. My wife Megan and I moved to Urbana in 

2009, we have two young boys, a Kindergartener and 4th grader. Currently I hold the office of Captain on the Ur-

bana Polk Township Fire department and enjoy being actively involved helping with events and projects in our 

community. I believe the citizens of Urbana are looking for a new face and fresh outlook going forward in our 

city. 

Some of the items on my priority list are: First Responder / Ambulance Service, Creating opportunity for new 

business in town such as restaurant, fitness, and other amenities for the community. Clear communication from 

the city to the community on projects and vision for the future.  Increased community input and ideas on future 

projects. 

Urbana has been a great place to raise a family and I believe that with new leadership we can accomplish some 

things to make it even better. Your vote would be appreciated in November. 
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 

October 31st. 

5:30 to 7:30 


