
Shelly Lala– My name is Shelly Lala, I am running for city council. I would be honored to be YOUR voice from 

the city. I am not afraid to stand up for the best for this community and the people in it, as I am a strong per-

son. I have been around the Urbana area my whole life (graduate from CP-U), I have lived IN the city since 

2015, with my fiancée Allen Richart. Allen has been active on the fire department, since he was 15 (17 years), 

he also works for the city (and no I don’t get special treatment for snow removal). I have probably seen or met 

most of you, since I am a Vet Tech and worked at the Center Point Vet Clinic for 6 years and I still help former 

clients on a daily basis. I now work for the CP-U schools as a custodian in the middle school. We have 2 dogs 

(Sassy and Pepper) and a cat (Asia). I enjoy visiting with people, listening and attempting to make their day bet-

ter. I am NOT a political person by any means, but when I see something I want, especially for betterment, I 

will try my hardest to make it happen. I look forward to your vote. Thank you! 

Jared Vaske- My name is Jared Vaske and I am excited to run for a seat on Urbana’s city council.  My wife, Amanda 

and I moved to Urbana in 2015.  We chose to raise our growing family in a small community similar to our hometown in 

Minnesota.  We have 2 daughters and our third baby is on the way.  I have served on the Urbana Fire Department since 

2017 and when the city seen the need to have a First Responder service eagerly jumped at the chance to get certified. I 

have been volunteering with the Urbana Visioning Committee to help with their events; I have been actively helping the 

committee in planning for the Veteran’s Memorial Park, which I am honored to be a part of with being an Army veteran 

myself with one tour in Iraq, in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Serving our community is very important to me, I 

want Urbana to grow and flourish by bringing more businesses to our community. Keeping the community safe, and help 

the Visioning Committee get projects like the veteran’s park completed is very important to me to make Urbana the per-

fect choice for families who want to raise their kids in a smaller community.  Urbana has a lot to offer and I’m excited to 

help grow our community!  I would appreciate your vote this November.  

Dustin Bena- My name is Dustin Bena, and I am running for Urbana City Council. I grew up in Urbana, 
before moving to Cedar Rapids for about 10 years. Myself, my wife and our 2 children moved back 
here in 2016, and we love the continuing sense of community that I remember from my childhood. I 
see all the change and growth happening within our town and I want to be part of that future, but I al-
so want to make sure we don’t lose sight of the things and people that make us the community we are. 
I will be dedicated to ensuring growth within our community, and the responsible spending of our tax 
dollars and city revenue. I would appreciate your vote and the opportunity to serve you on the Urbana 
City Council. Thank You! 

Don Westendorf- Hi, my name is Don Westendorf and if elected to city council, I will do my best to promote growth and 

development for Urbana, with keeping our small community feeling that draws so many of us in.  Growing up in a small 
town myself, I was excited when given the opportunity to settle in Urbana.  We live close to the convenience of bigger 
cities, yet enjoy our smaller community feeling.  

My amazing wife (Kelli) and I moved to Urbana in 2005 and since then we had our three children - Donnie (11), Lillie (10) 
and Oliver (6).  I graduated from Iowa State University (Go State) with a degree in Mechanical Engineering.  I have worked 
at the Duane Arnold Energy Center in Palo for the last 19 years in multiple roles and responsibilities.   

I am a firm believer that you make a living by what you get and you make a life by what you give.  For 14 years, I have act-
ed as a volunteer high school coach in multiple sports. I also help coach some of the sports teams my kids play. I am an 
active member on the Urbana Polk Township Fire Department and recently qualified as an EMR.  This year I took over as 
the Cub Scout Master for Pack 55. In addition, my wife likes to volunteer me to help her with activities for the Urbana Vi-
sioning Committee and our school PTO.   

Thanks for taking the time to read up on me and thanks for making Urbana Great.  

Council Candidate continue….. 



Richard Wendel-Incumbent—Richard and his wife Sandra have lived in Urbana since 1955 and raised their 

three kids here.  Richard served in the US Navy from 1959 to 1963 and has served on the School  Board and 

Property and Zoning Committee.  He would like to see the completion of a couple projects that have been 

started and will continue to work towards bringing a couple of businesses to town. 

COUNCIL CANDIDATES  

MAYOR CANDIDATES 

Denise Frank-My name is Denise Frank and I am running for Mayor.  I have lived in Urbana with  

my family for 40 years, and I am currently retired.  My agenda for the position of mayor would 

be concentrating on streets, utilities, and the budget.  Also, I would like to hear what the con-

cerns and priorities of the citizens of Urbana have. 

Mitch McDonough-Incumbent  My Name is Mitch McDonough and I am seeking re-election for the office of 

Mayor. My Wife and I have lived in Urbana since 2009, we have two young boys in 2nd and 6th grade at CPU.  

I currently hold the office of Captain on the Urbana Polk Township Fire Department and enjoy being actively 

involved in community events and projects. 

Over the last two years as Mayor of Urbana we have accomplished many things, but more importantly we 

have been working on paving the way for new business, capital improvements, and amenities that our com-

munity is asking for. Urbana is a great place to raise a family. With continued strong leadership we will continue im-

proving our community for years to come. I would appreciate your vote for Mayor of Urbana in November. 

Vote—Tuesday, November 5th  

Polling Place: Urbana Community Center   

     102 Capitol Ave 

Hours: 7:00 am to 8:00 pm 

Iowa Requires a photo ID to Vote! 

www.bentoncountyelections.org 

Jeff Bendull—My name is Jeff Bendull and I am running for city council. My wife Ashley and I 

have been living in Urbana since 2008 and we have two sons ages 6 and 3.  Ashley has owned and 

operated Platinum Salon here in town since 2006 and I’ve been employed at Aegon/Transamerica in 

Cedar Rapids for the past 15 years. One of the reasons I’m running for city council is to bring a fresh 

perspective to how our city government spends your hard earned tax dollars. As a community we 

need to be more critical of and take a data driven approach to what our tax dollars are used 

for.  Decisions should not be based on emotion or without a strong supporting cost benefit. I will ask 

the tough questions and cast votes based on what benefits all of the citizens in our wonderful com-

munity. I would appreciate your support in the upcoming election on Tuesday, November 5th. 

More candidates on next page…….... 

MEET THE CANDIDATES  

FOR MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

Sunday, October 20th, 2019  

5-6 pm  

Urbana City Hall 
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